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as its ecclesiastical centre.* Hence the common name of Syrian
Church, though the designation used locally is " Christians of St.
Thomas." The majority of its members are in the protected
states of Travancore and Cochin; and the Eomanists being also
numerous, those states have the largest proportion of Christians
in the population to be found in India.

It was Claudius Buchanan who first drew public attention to
this ancient Church. In his Christian Researches he gives a
graphic account of his visit to Travancore in 1806, and writes
enthusiastically of the Syrian Christians and their comparative
freedom from, error. He brought to England the famous Peschito
MS., now in the University Library at Cambridge, the only com-
plete ancient MS. of the Syriac Bible in Europe, except one at
Milan. In the Eeport of 1812, in which was propounded a com-
prehensive programme of missionary work in the East, evidently
inspired by Buchanan's book, the C.M.S. Committee say of "the
Syrian Christians of Malay ala " that "they have maintained a
regular Episcopal Succession from the earliest ages, and in all
important points accord with the faith of the Primitive Church " ;
and it is suggested that " a few learned, prudent, and zealous
clergymen would be received, as there is ground to hope, with
open arms by this venerable Church. Their labours," it is
added, "would tend, under the Divine blessing, to revive and
confirm the influence of the faith in that oppressed Community,
and might lead ultimately to a union between our Churches."

But the first practical step towards helping the Syrian Church
was taken by the British Eesident at the Hindu Court of Travan-
core. A previous Eesident, Colonel Macaulay, had welcomed and
aided Buchanan; and now his successor, Colonel Mou.ro, in 1813,
formed a plan for establishing a college for the education of the
Syrian clergy and laity, inducing the Hindu Eani (Princess) to
endow it with money and lands, and applying to Mr. Marmaduke
Thompson, the Madras chaplain, for a clergyman of the Church of
England to be Principal. In 1816, Thompson being now Secretary
of the C.M.S. Corresponding Committee at, Madras, sent in
response two of the first missionaries who arrived from England,
Thomas Norton and Benjamin Bailey. This step met tho hearty
approval of the "Home Committee, who thereupon commissioned
their Orientalist, Samuel Lee, at Cambridge (not yet Professor),
to write a sketch of the history of the Malabar Church; which he
did with his usual learning and thoroughness, and it was printed
as an appendix to the Eeport of 1817. Another missionary,
Dawson, who was sent in the following year, had soon to return
home invalided; but in 1818 arrived Henry Baker and Joseph
Fenn. Norton was stationed at Allepie, the energetic Eesident
obtaining from the Eani a grant of land for the Mission. Bailey,

* The best account of the Syrian Chnrcli, its history and doctrine and
liturgies, &c., is given in Lingerings of Light in a Dark Land, by T. Whitoliouae j
London, 1873. Mr. Whifcehouse was a chaplain at Cochin.